HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

expresses the same sentiment, or much the same,
though his sympathies were with Parliament* He
had no doubt that the fundamental cause of the war
was religion. 'But though it must be confessed that
the public safety and liberty wrought very much with
most, especially the Nobility and Gentry who ad-
hered to the Parliament, yet was it principally the
difference about religious matters that filled up the
Parliament's armies and put the resolution and
valour into their soldiers which carried them on in
another manner than mercenary soldiers are carried
on.' 'I make no doubt that both parties were to
blame (as commonly falleth out in most wars and
contentions) and I will not be he that shall justify
either of them. I doubt not but the readiness and
rashness of the younger unexperienced sort of re-
ligious people made many Parliament men and
ministers overgo themselves to keep pace with those
hot spurs, no doubt but much indiscretion appeared
and worse than indiscretion in the tumultuous peti-
tioners and much sin was committed in dishonouring
of the King and provocation of him and in the un-
civil language against the Bishops and Liturgy of
the Church/ *I confess for my part I have not such
censorious thoughts of those that were neuters as
formerly I had; for he that either thinketh both sides
raised an unlawful war, or that could not tell which
(if either) was in the right might well be excused if
he defended neither/1 Ar^r^^is^VQlly the friend
of Milton and Fairfax, andalter the Restoration a
savage critic of the Court, was of the same opinion.
'Whether it be a war of religion or of liberty is not
worth the labour to inquire. Whatsoever was at the
top the other was at the bottom, but upon considering

1 Reliquiae Baxterianae, 1696, pp. 31, 39.
22O